Jury Verdict for Drummond, Appeal to Taken
An Alabama jury found on July 26, 2007, that there was insufficient evidence to hold Alabama-based Drummond Limited liable for the murders of Valmore Locarno, Victor Orcasita and Gustavo Soler, three trade union leaders who represented workers at Drummond’s mine in Colombia.  This result was somewhat predictable as Judge Karon Bowdre – in what appears to be a clear violation of a ruling by the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals – would not allow the inclusion of testimony from eyewitnesses with first hand knowledge of Drummond’s linkage to the murders.  Please see below for a summary of the declarations of three witnesses whose testimonies were excluded by Judge Bowdre.  Feel free to make up your own mind on how the jury may have found had these witnesses been permitted to speak before the court.  
The first witness, a Colombian citizen now in exile, worked for Drummond as a truck operator from 1997 until January of 2003 and was an active member of the SINTRAMIENGERTICA union.  On a number of occasions while working at Drummond, he saw Alexander Vargas, sub-regional chief of the AUC paramilitaries on Drummond mining property.  Approximately 20 days before the murders of Valmore Locarno and Victor Orcasita, the witness saw Vargas coming out of Drummond’s central administrative office for the region.  Upon asking the paramilitary leader what he was doing in this office, Vargas replied that he was there to collect his payment.  Vargas showed him two large checks, made out to Mr. Vargas by Drummond’s Community Relations Officer.  A few days before the murders of Locarno and Orcasita, he was in the presence of AUC officers when Vargas stated that there was about to be a big “vuelta” (pay-back), meaning attack or operation.  A month after the assassinations, the witness met with paramilitaries who had participated in the kidnapping and murder of the union leaders.  Upon asking how the attack was coordinated, the witness was told that someone from “inside” Drummond had told them which bus the men were riding.  Finally, about three weeks after the murder of Gustavo Soler, an AUC leader told the witness that he had planned the murder of the new union chief, and that this attack had been part of a package with the killings of Locarno and Orcasita. 

The second witness, a 20 something year old male, joined the AUC paramilitary out of economic necessity when he was 18.  During the first few months of 2001, he was present at a meeting between Augusto Jimenez, the President of mining operations for Drummond in Colombia, and a paramilitary leader called Jorge 40.  He states that a member Colombia’s Administrative Department of Security was always present at these meetings.  Later, his colleague (now deceased) told him of overhearing Jimenez speak of the need to “neutralize” three people.  He recalls the name of two of these people: Valmore Locarno and Victor Orcasita.  In March, 2001 he was sent by his commander to confirm the death of Valmore Locarno.    
The third witness, currently in a Colombian prison, was in 2002 the Director of Office Systems at the Administrative Department of Security.  At a meeting in 2001, he saw Augusto Jimenez give to the AUC Northern Bloc leader a suitcase full of money.  Jimenez spoke openly about the purpose of this money, namely to eliminate union workers at Drummond.  He states that this money was to be used specifically to murder Victor Orcasita and a man with the last name of Locarno.  Some time after this meeting, he learned of the assassination of Orcasita and Locarno.  The witness identifies these men as the union leaders who were discussed at the aforementioned meeting.

